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Succeeding as a self-employed person requires certain traits and attitudes. Knowing what they 
are—and taking an honest look at whether you have them—can help you figure out if you have what it 
takes to succeed.  
 
Examples of traits and attitudes of entrepreneurs: Successful entrepreneurs seem to have a few basic 
traits and attitudes in common. (They also share certain habits and motivators.) For example, many 
entrepreneurs are able to see solutions where others only see problems. Your frustration over 
something not working well may be an entrepreneur’s inspiration. 
 

●​ Educated and enjoy learning. More and more business owners have post-secondary education. 
But even if they don’t, they are curious and like to learn. They read to find out about trends and 
increase their chances for success. 

●​ Driven and competitive. They have lots of self-discipline and drive—and may even be more 
motivated by winning at business than by making money. 

●​ Determined and refuse to give up. They tend to be the sort of people who won’t take no for an 
answer. 

●​ Willing to take a smart risk. They are okay with taking a chance where they have done their 
research and feel they have some control. 

●​ Self-starters. They know what they want to accomplish and will do what it takes to achieve it. 
●​ Healthy and ready for long hours. Entrepreneurs tend to take fewer sick days than others, and 

are more inclined to work through minor ailments. They often work long, unpredictable hours. 
●​ Not afraid of failing. They understand that their first or second try might not work out, but 

realize that learning from failure can be a key to success. 
●​ Adaptable and able to make sound decisions. Business can be full of surprises. Often, it’s how 

you deal with them—your ability to make sound decisions that steer you in a positive new 
direction—that can make or break your business. 

●​ Comfortable with networking, promoting, and selling. You don’t have to be really outgoing, but 
you must be able to rise to the occasion when needed to build relationships and promote your 
product. 

●​ Passionate about what they do. Whether their passion is for their product or service, or simply 
for being the best in the business, entrepreneurs tend to bring enthusiasm and commitment to 
their work. 

 
While anyone can learn how to run a business, these traits will help you excel. The more of them you 
have, the more likely you’ll succeed. Credit: careerinsite 
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